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Why E -bike Safety is Important

• E-b ike s  re a ch  20 –28  m p h —m u ch  fa s t e r 

t h a n  t ra d it io n a l b ike s

• Ch ild re n  u n d e r 12 o ft e n  la ck t h e  

co o rd in a t io n , ju d g m e n t , a n d  re fle xe s  fo r 

sa fe  rid in g

• A 10 -ye a r-o ld  o n  a n  e -b ike  is  e sse n t ia lly 

p ilo t in g  a  m o t o rize d  ve h ic le , n o t  a  t o y

E-Bike Popularity & Risks
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Why E -bike Safety is Important

• Kid s a re  st ill d e ve lop in g  m otor skills a n d  

d e cision -m a kin g  a b ilit ie s

• E-b ike s a re  h e a vie r, a cce le ra te  q u ickly, a n d  

re q u ire  a d va n ce d  h a n d lin g

• Eve n  w ith  h e lm e ts, cra sh e s a t  e -b ike  sp e e d s 

ca u se  se riou s in ju rie s

Physical & Cognitive Limits



E-BIKE
SAFETY E-b ike  Sa fe t y Com m u n it y Me e t in g

Cit y o f Ch u la  Vist a  Ele c t ric  Mic rom ob ilit y Ve h ic le  Ord in a n ce

Why E -bike Safety is Important

• Head trauma : con cu ssion s, sku ll fra ctu re s, 
t ra u m a t ic  b ra in  in ju ry

• Broken bones : w rist s, a rm s, colla rb on e s, le g s, 
sp in e

• Internal injuries : a b d om in a l t ra u m a , in te rn a l 
b le e d in g

• Facial injuries : d e n ta l d a m a g e , e ye  t ra u m a , 
fa cia l fra ctu re s

• Roa d  ra sh  a n d  soft -t issu e  in ju rie s

Common Injuries
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Why E -bike Safety is Important

• W e a ke r, d e ve lop in g  b on e s b re a k m ore  

e a sily

• Sm a lle r size  m e a n s th e y’re  e a sily th row n  

off b ike s

• Un d e rd e ve lop e d  re fle xe s a n d  p oor h a za rd  

ju d g m e n t  in cre a se  risks

Why Kids Are Vulnerable
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Why E -bike Safety is Important

•  E-b ike s a re  n ot  sa fe  for ch ild re n  u n d e r 12

• Hig h  sp e e d s a n d  se riou s in ju ry risks 

ou tw e ig h  th e  b e n e fit s

• P e d ia t ric ia n s, t ra u m a  su rg e on s, a n d  roa d  

sa fe ty e xp e rts st ron g ly a d vise  a g a in st  e -b ike  

u se  for you n g  ch ild re n

Bottom Line
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E-bike Basics

Th e re  a re  th re e  c la ssifica t ion s or typ e s of e -b ike s.

Ele ct ric  m icrom ob ility ve h icle s, su ch  a s e le ct ric  b icycle s (e -b ike s) a n d  
m otorize d  scoote rs h a ve  a  b a t te ry-p ow e re d  m otor.

What is an Electric Micromobility Vehicle?

An  e -b ike  is e q u ip p e d  w ith  fu lly op e ra b le  p e d a ls a n d  a  b a t te ry-
p ow e re d  m otor th a t  d oe s n ot  e xce e d  750  w a t ts of p ow e r.

All E-b ike s m u st  h a ve  fu n ct ion a l p e d a ls.​
If th e re  a re  n o fu n ct ion a l p e d a ls, it  is a n  E-Motorcycle .
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E-bike Basics
Class 1 E-Bike

Bike  w ith  e le c t ric  m otor on ly 
e n g a g e s w h ile  op e ra tor/rid e r 
is p e d a lin g

Ma x Sp e e d  20  MP H

P e d a l-a ssist  on ly

Class 2 E -Bike

Bike  w ith  e le c t ric  m otor ca n  
b e  e n g a g e d  a t  a n yt im e  w ith  
or w ith ou t  op e ra tor/rid e r 
p e d a lin g

Ma x Sp e e d  20  MP H

Motor a ssist s w h e n  p e d a lin g  
or b y th ro t t le

Class 3 E -Bike

Bike  w ith  e le c t ric  m otor on ly 
e n g a g e s w h ile  op e ra tor/rid e r 
is p e d a lin g

Ma x Sp e e d  28  MP H

P e d a l-a ssist  on ly
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E-bike Basics

Motorized Scooters

Max sp e e d  of 15 MP H

Un d e r 18 ye ars old  m u st we ar a  h e lm e t

A se lf-p rop e lle d  ve h icle , typ ica lly w ith  two wh e e ls, 
th a t  is p owe re d  b y an  e le ctric m otor

Drive r Lice n se /Le arn e r’s P e rm it  re q u ire d
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Minimum age to 
operate/ride Class 1 & 2 

e-bikes

Transporting 
passengers

ProhibitedAllowed

Sidewalk operations for 
Class 1 & 2 e -bikes

Sidewalk operations for 
Class 3 e -bike

E-bike Safety Community Meeting
City of Chula Vista Electric Micromobility Vehicle Ordinance

New City Regulations
While California State Law provides regulations for micromobility vehicles, the City of Chula Vista is introducing local 

updates to improve safety for riders and pedestrians, while continuing to encourage recreation and active transportation.

WHAT HAS CHANGED ?

Prohibited in business 
districts & as signedAllowed

Must be at least 
18 years oldNo restrictions

Must be at least
 12 years old

No restrictions

Chula Vista New 
Ordinance

California 
State Law

Regulations

WHAT IS NOT CHANGING ?

Helmets are required for all riders on Class 3 e -bikes.

Helmets are required for riders under 18 on Class 1 and 
Class 2 e-bikes.

Motorized scooters may not be used to transport 
passengers or operated on sidewalks.

ADA exemptions continue to apply.

Existing California State Law Regulations – 
Remaining in Effect in Chula Vista
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New State Law​

• Cit ie s & Un in corp ora te d  Cou n ty in  Sa n  
Die g o Cou n ty

• 12+ Ye a rs Old  for Cla ss 1 a n d  Cla ss 2 e -b ike s
• 60  Da y W a rn in g  P e riod , th e n  $25 Fin e
• P a re n ts/Gu a rd ia n s Lia b le  for Viola t ion s b y 

Min ors
• 30 -Da y Min im u m  P u b lic  In form a t ion  

Ca m p a ig n  
• En d s Ja n u a ry 1, 20 29

Assembly Bill 2234
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CA V ehicle Code: E -Bike Classes

Current Laws:

Class 1 E-bike

Class 2 E -bike

Class 3 E -bike

Motor Helmet Required Age Operator Age
P e d a lin g  Ne e d e d ​
Sh u t s  o ff a t  20  MP H

P e d a lin g  Op t io n a l 
(Th ro t t le )​Sh u t s  o ff 
a t  20  MP H

P e d a lin g  Ne e d e d ​
Sh u t s  o ff a t  28  MP H

Un d e r 18  ye a rs

Un d e r 18  ye a rs

All

All

All

16+ ye a rs
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Chula Vista’s Ordinance
• Ad d s De fin it io n s  t o  Ch a p t e r 10 .0 8

• Co n so lid a t e s  ru le s  in  Ch a p t e r 5.67 

• Ad d s ru le s  in  Ch a p t e r 10 .73 (Ele c t ric  

Mic ro m o b ilit y Ve h ic le s)

New Electric Micromobility Rules
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• 18 + ye a rs  o ld  t o  o p e ra t e  w it h  
p a sse n g e rs  a n d  e le c t ric  b icyc le  
p a sse n g e rs  n e e d  t o  rid e  o n  a  
se a t  fo r p a sse n g e rs

• Disa b le d  p e o p le  u sin g  a  m o t o rize d  d e vice  fo r m o b ilit y o r s im ila r
• P u b lic  Ag e n cy P e rso n n e l w h ile  p e rfo rm in g  t h e ir o ffic ia l d u t ie s

New Electric Micromobility Rules

Passengers

Exemptions
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Where Riding is Prohibited

• Sid e w a lks in  a  b u sin e ss  d is t ric t  o r w h e re  re st ric t io n s a re  p o st e d  (sa m e  a s  e xis t in g  

re g u la t io n s fo r b icyc le s)

• All s id e w a lks fo r Cla ss  3 e le c t ric  b icyc le s  a n d  m o t o rize d  sco o t e rs

• Mo t o rize d  sco o t e rs  o u t s id e  o f d e sig n a t e d  b ike  la n e s o n  ro a d s p o st e d  4 0  m p h  o r m o re

• Mo t o rize d  sco o t e rs  o p e ra t in g  fa st e r t h a n  15 m p h

• Mo t o rize d  sco o t e rs  w it h o u t  a  va lid  Drive r’s  Lice n se  o r P e rm it

• Cit y-o w n e d  P a rkin g  St ru c t u re s  u n le ss  p a ssin g  t h ro u g h  o r g o in g  t o  a  p a rkin g  sp a ce

• An y p a t h s, t ra ils , o r co u rt s  in  Cit y p a rks u n le ss  p o st e d  t h a t  it  is  a llo w e d  (e xis t in g  ru le )

DON’T Ride On:
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Parking Rules
• In  d e sig n a t e d  a re a s  w it h  s ig n a g e  o r m a rkin g s a n d  a n yw h e re  n o t  s t a t e d  b e lo w  t h a t  

d o e sn ’t  b lo ck p e d e st ria n s
• Ve h ic le  in  u p rig h t  p o sit io n

DO Park:

• La n d sca p e d  a re a s  w it h  g ra ss , sh ru b s, o r o t h e r ve g e t a t io n  (la n d sca p e d  p a rkw a ys b y 
s id e w a lks) 

• Are a s w it h  s ig n a g e  o r m a rkin g s re st ric t in g  p a rkin g

DON’T Park in:

• 10  fe e t  o f a  cu rb  ra m p  o r d rive w a y
• 15 fe e t  o f a  c ro ssw a lk
• 10  fe e t  o f cu rb  a t  a  b u s s t o p , lo a d in g  zo n e  o r ADA p a rkin g  sp a ce
• 5 fe e t  o f s t re e t  fu rn it u re  re q u irin g  p e d e st ria n  a cce ss  (b e n ch e s)
• A t ra n sit  p la t fo rm  o r w a it in g  a re a

• Sid e w a lks w it h in : 
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July 22, 2025 Au g u st  5, 20 25 Se p t e m b e r 4 , 20 25 De ce m b e r 3, 20 25

E-b ike  Sa fe t y Com m u n it y Me e t in g
Cit y o f Ch u la  Vist a  Ele c t ric  Mic rom ob ilit y Ve h ic le  Ord in a n ce

Timeline

Firs t  Re a d in g Se con d  Re a d in g Effe c t ive  Da t e
Fin e s  &

En fo rce m e n t  Be g in s AB 2234  Su n se t

Ja n u a ry 1, 20 29

Ed u ca t ion  
Ca m p a ig n

W a rn in g s 
On ly

En fo rce  a n d  Re p o rt  t o  
Cou n t y



E-BIKE
SAFETY E-b ike  Sa fe t y Com m u n it y Me e t in g

Cit y o f Ch u la  Vist a  Ele c t ric  Mic rom ob ilit y Ve h ic le  Ord in a n ce

Violations
Operating Class 1 or Class 2 E -bike underage (less than 12)

P a re n t s  o r le g a l g u a rd ia n s  o f a n  u n e m a n c ip a t e d  m in o r t h a t  vio la t e s  t h e  ch a p t e r a re  a lso  lia b le  fo r 
p a ym e n t  o f t h e  fin e .

Ord in a n ce  p rovid e s  fo r im p ou n d in g  o f a n  e le c t ric  m ic rom ob ilit y ve h ic le  fo r u p  t o  30  d a ys

$25 Fin e Co m p le t e  Ele c t ric  Bicyc le  
Sa fe t y a n d  Tra in in g  P ro g ra mOR

All other Violations

1st Infraction 2nd Infraction 3rd Infraction
$50 $10 0 $250

If a n  e le c t ric  m ic rom ob ilit y ve h ic le  ow n e r is  n o t  p re se n t  o r ca n  n o t  b e  p re se n t  a ft e r a  vio la t ion  in  a  
re a son a b le  a m ou n t  o f t im e , t h e  ve h ic le  ca n  b e  con fisca t e d  a n d  s t o re d  a t  ow n e r’s  e xp e n se
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Road Rules

• ​2120 8 CVC – Bicyc lis t s  t ra ve lin g  s low e r t h a n  t ra ffic  m u st  u se  t h e  Bike  La n e ​
• 21960 CVC – Ca n n o t  rid e  on  Fre e w a ys ​
• 274 0 0 CVC – Ca n n o t  rid e  w it h  h e a d p h on e s o r e a rp lu g s in  b o t h  e a rs .
• 2120 3CVC – Ca n n o t  “h it ch  on ” t o  a  m ovin g  ve h ic le .​
• 2120 5CVC – Ca n n o t  ca rry it e m s t h a t  p re ve n t  t h e m  from  ke e p in g  on e  h a n d  on  t h e  h a n d le b a r ​
• 21950 CVC – Mu st  yie ld  rig h t  o f w a y t o  p e d e st ria n s  w it h in  c ro ssw a lks  (m a rke d  a n d  u n m a rke d )​

21200CVC – Bicycle Riders have the same rights and requirements as motor vehicle drivers.​
• 2120 0 CVC – Bicyc le  Rid e rs  h a ve  t h e  sa m e  rig h t s  a n d  re q u ire m e n t s  a s  m o t o r ve h ic le  d rive rs .
• Fo llow  Tra ffic  Sig n a ls ​
• Ob e y Sp e e d  Lim it s ​
• St op  a t  St op  Sig n s ​
• Rid e  on  Rig h t  Sid e  o f Roa d ​

21200.5CVC – Impaired Riding​
• Con vic t ion s  fo r t h ose  u n d e r 21 m a y re su lt  is  Drive r’s  Lice n se  Su sp e n sion ​
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• Mo t o rcyc le  Lice n se /P e rm it  re q u ire d  t o  
o p e ra t e  o n  t h e  ro a d  – vio la t io n s  
su b je c t  t o  30 -d a y im p o u n d .​

• Re g ist ra t io n  Re q u ire d  t o  o p e ra t e  o n  
t h e  ro a d  – vio la t io n s  su b je c t  t o  
im p o u n d .​

• Mu st  h a ve  h e lm e t , in su ra n ce , a n d  a ll 
re q u ire d  e q u ip m e n t  t o  o p e ra t e .​

• Tu rn  s ig n a ls , h e a d  a n d  t a il lig h t s , 
re fle c t o rs , e t c . 

Road Rules

E-Motorcycles:​



QUESTIONS?

E-BIKE
SAFETY
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